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Tbe Remainder of the Account of the Reverend 
Mr. Tuacner. 


E had an extenfive and great Comcern for the pure 

Religion of Chrift throughout the Land : and tha 

Religien he judg'd confifted in general, in be- 

licving the divinel afpiration of the AelySorrptwres 5 

keeping clofe to them in all Points both of Fah, Worthip, 
Pra&tice and Church Order; and living in the Power ot 
them : And agreeable thereto, in particular, chiefly in thefe 
three Things, (1.) In preaching, believing and living yn the 
powerfal Efficacy of the fo lowing Dedtrines, viz. The di- 
vine Trinity: The guilty, corrupt, miferable, helplefs and 
undone Condition of all meer Mankind by Nature, or as they 
come into the World thro’ theirSin in Adam ; The fovercign 
(jrace and Pleafure of the divine Father in chufing any to 
Salvat ion, and fend: ing his Son, to purchafe it and his Spiric 
to apply it : The infinite Deity, Grace, Satisfadtion and Me- 
rits of this Son of his united to our hurnan Nature : The ab- 
folute Neceffity of the Grace and Power of the Holy Spirit to 
enlighten, awaken, convince, humble, excite and change the 
Hearts of Sinners, ‘and to dwell in and help the Changed to 
the Exercife of all Graces and Enjoyment of true Confola- 
tions ; to teach and lead them in the Paths of Truth and 
Righteoufnefs, enable them to bare and improve Affl:ctions 
and Comforts, overcome Temptations, die more to Sin and 
Creatures, live more to God, perfevere and grow in Grace 
to Death, = then make their Spirits perfeét in Power and 
H Jlinefs : God's uniting to Chri ‘, pardoning, jaftrfymge and 


adopting every Soul, meer!y thro’ the Righteowinefs, Grace 
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and Interceffion of the Son of his Love, immediately upon 
its being enabled moft th to embrace him wholly ab- 
folutely and eternally in all his Perfon, Excellencies, Offices 
and Benefits, and God in Him: andin that A& of Adoption 
God's giving to every fuch embracing Soul an unalienable 
Title to all that it embraces Chrift andHim in Chrift for,and 
even inconceivably more ; viz. To the whole everlafting Co- 
venant of Grace, well ordered in all Things and fure, com- 
prehending God the Father, Son and Spirit, all their Glory, 
Excellence and Ble{lednefs, their eternal Love and all the 
bleffed Influences of it ; all the Promifes contain’d in Scrip- 
ture, all the Priviledges of the Sons of God, Perfeverance, 
Heaven, eternal Life, all their Salvation and all that their 
enlightened Minds can eternally defire ; in Fine that all 
our Bleflednefs and Salvation flow from the meer fovereign 
Grace of God, thro’ theMediation, Sufferings and righteous 
Obedience of Chrift, and by the Power of the Holy Spirit, 
and to thefe alone belong the Glory. (2.) In preaching and 
living in the powerful Efficacy of the vital, experimental and 
praéical Parts of Piety ; with the Exercife of all the Graces 
and Praétice ot all the Duties of the Chriftian Life, both re- 
fpeéting God, and our Neighbours on temporal and fpiritual 
Accounts, our Families and ourfelves : abounding in fafting, 
praying, finging, reading, and hearing the Word of God, 
attending the Ordinances of Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper ; 
Meditation, religious Conferrence, &c. (3) In preferv- 
ing the Sovereignty of Chrift, the Purity of Worfhip, and the 
Liberties of the Brethren in the Churches : and efpecia!ly the 
Liberty of fearching the holy Scriptures, judging for them- 
felves and enjoying their Confciences in religious Matters ; 
of Meeting both publickly or privately as they judge beft, for 
religious Exercifes ; and of afking any able, orthodox and 
godly Minifter of Chrift to come to their Houfes and dif- 
courfe and pray and preach Chrift in them, and of openin 
their Doors to all Comers. He tho’t that preaching Chritt 
and the pure Go/pel by his Ambafladors fhou’d be as. free as 
theAir we breath in : He rejoic’d to hear of any being earneft 
to invite them to their Houfes and of others earneft to hear 
their Meflages. And he cou’d not fee how any cou’d anf- 
wer it at the great Day,for preventing, forbidding or difcour- 
aging any of Chrift’s Minifters from preaching iim to thirfty 
Souls, or others from going to hear/im preached. 
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In thefe Things he judged th: pure Religion of Chrift con- 
fitted. And his Spirit and Principles being generally knowa, 
he was frequentlycalled to ecclefiafticalCouncils,where he thone 
both in great Boldnefs in the Faith and great Piety, and was 
very ferviceable. And on thefe and other Occafions, fome of 
which I have been a Witnefs of, he difcovered an excellent 
Talent of fpeaking on proper Emergencies with great Solem- 
nity, Pertinency, Weight and Clofenefs to the Hearers. 

He was deeply affeéted with every Thing that had a fad or 
threatningA fpect on this greatIntereft. Efpecially the publith- 
ing diverfe Books andPamphlets, mifreprefenting and render- 
ing ridiculous the wonderous W ork of Godwhich he had been 
an admiring Eye-Witnefs of, and had felt the fanctifying and 
joyousInfluence of in his own Soul : but they too much, alas, 
hike Ham and Canaan who view’d and told the Nakednefs of 
Noah the mott eminent Preacher of Rightecu/ne/s on 
Earth in his Day ; and heaping up Reproaches-upon thofe 
whom the fovereign God has been pleafed to ufe as the 
moft fuccetsful Inftruments or open Encouragers of 
that Work of his among us, to which above a Hundred 
pious Minifters* thisLand have born their publicTeftimony. 
Andhek *’¢ he Death of the Rev, and dear Mr. Cooper 
as a very great Lofs and awful Frown of God upon theLand : 
in the Sente of which he moft affectionately mourn’d from 
Day to Day. ‘ 

For tee or three Years before the lateRevival! in hisPrecinét, 
he was fo dejected, on Account of the Unfucceisfulnefs of 
his Miniftry ; that every Time I went thither, he wou’d be 
difcourting with me about laying it down : His Hands feem’d 
to hang down, and his Knees feeble: andI think it was the 
laft Time I was there, before the Revival, when he told me, 
«s He was fonear the Point, that he thought he fhould have 
‘s taken Leave of his People before then, but that he cou’d 
‘< not fatisfy himfelf with a fuitable Text for his farewell 
«¢ Sermon ; apprehending that the Sovereign God might 
«« chufe to work by fome other on his People.’’ And by 
this Dejection, his bodily Infirmities of ftudying, vifiting and 
preaching grievoufly prevailed on him. But when the fet 
Time to favour Zion came, and her Captivity returned, he 
was like them that dream: then his Mouth was fill’d with 
Laughter and his Tongue with Singing : He had been fowing 
in Tears, and now he reaps in Joy : He had been going 
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forth weeping and bearing precious Seed, but now he comes 
again rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves with him. 

It began as we obferv’d before, in November 1741, at the 
Advance of the Winter, when the People us’d to be flack in 
coming to the publick Worfhip, and the Aifemblies thin : 
But now,as he dwelt about balf a Mile from the Houfe which 
ttood at the meeting of the five principal Roads of the Pre- 
cinét ; when he came to theTop of the rifing Ground in fai¢ 
View of the Houfe where he had fhed fo many Tears of Sor- 
row and breathed out fo many heavy Sighs--- to fee the Peo- 


ple flocking in all the five Roads to the Houfe of God, both . 


Young and Old on Horfeback and on Foot,in the coldeft and 
ftormieft Seafon, for no Weather could hinder them, to hear 
of Chrift and praife him.---His Soul (as his Confort told me) 
would exceedingly exult in the View !--- how would it quic- 
ken him to make hafte to join them! how beautiful did 
the Feet of him whom they faw bringing glad Tydings to 
them then appear ! how gladly did they meet together! It 
gave him fuch a Spring of Life and Joy as carried him quite 
beyond the Senfe of his bodily Frailties, and he feem’d to 
forget ’em for a Year together ; nor cou’d he indulge them 
to the Time he died. 

For twenty Years paft, he feem’d continually to'live in the 
near Views of Death and Eternity, I mean of his own ap- 
proaching to them, as any that ever I knew; as appear’d 
in his conftant Converfation, Looks and Condué in his Houfe 
and elfwhere : And now in the more lively Profpeét thereof, 
apprehending he was haftening to them, that this extraordi- 
nary Seafon of divine Effufions might quickly be over, and 
the Souls of the People haftening to that Eternity with him, 
exceeding precious ; He exerted all his Powers to improve 
the Time,and Concern of the People : ‘ Praying, E xborting,. 
€ and Preaching, in Seafon and out of Seafon, on Lord’s- 
© Days and Others, by Day and by Night, in Publick and 
Private, at every Funeral or Jefler Affembly of People ; 
and like the Apoftle, from Houfe to Houfe, warning every 
Man and teaching every Man, that he might prefent every 
Man perfeé& in Chri/t Fe/us ; whereto he alfo laboured, 
ftriving according to /is working, who wrought mightily 
in him, 4és xx. 20. Col. i. 28. 

But tho’ thefe earneft, conftant and abundant Labours 
quicken’d all the Springs of Life within him, and gave him 
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a new Vigour-and Frefhinels ; yet they wore the vitalVefiels 
and prepar’d them for fatal Relaxations ; and his raifed Zeal 
for Chrift and Souls, even a€tuall confum’d him. 

For on Monday Fetr. 20. laft, he fet out for ah ecclefiafti- 
calCouncil at Hull. He grew it of iaStranguxy as be travelled 
thither ; which the next Day fo prevailed, as:confin’d him; 
and the Council defirous of his Prefence adjourn’d a while ; 
but reviving,theCouncil met again, &he attended theisA ffairs. 
While he was there he alfo preached : and upon reading 
the Refult on Friday; He made a folemn and pathetick 
Speech both to the Apgrieved and the Paflor, which drew 
Tears from their Eyes': and among other Things: he- told 
them, He Spake i in the Views of Eternity which be a RONEN 
to be very near him, and asa dying Perjon. 

Returning home not well, he ufually concluded bis Ser- 
mons with Intimations of the fame Importance. Some time 
in March he kept his Family- Fa? ; took hisText from 2 Sam. 
xxili. §. and began his Difcourfe exactly thus, ‘as. appears 
in the Notes which one his Children then wrote after him, 
viz. * Thefé were the laftWords of David ; and likely the laf? of 
* the Speaker on fuch an Occafion : We may inthem obferve the 
© {weet Frame he had, looking on bis Departure &e. The 
Notes are excellent and pathetick to his Family and Children 
then before his Eyes : but I muft:now omit them. 

And as he apprehended. his Departure near, he rathe? grew 
more laborious ; preaching’ eight Times onthe fir Week in 
April, partly at Middleborough and partly at Plimouth fixreen 
Miles off, which ‘was the /e/ eek of his Miniftry. For on 
Lord’s Day April 8, in the Forenoon, he preach’d to his own 
Congregation,and i in the Afternson he clofed.theSubjec which 
he had been treating on for three preceeding Lord’sDavs, viz. 
theGraee, Exercife and Duty of Charity or Love toGOD and 
Man, ftom 1 Cor. xiii:,2,3- which he obferved is a fpecial 
Fruit of the Hely Sprit, and i is peculiar to the fandtity’d > 
begins in Regeneration, grows with other Graces 29 Hol:- 
nefs increafes, and is perfected i in Heaven: and there he left 
his dear People, feerit’d to fpeak'as‘on the Borders of the 
heavenly World, and clofed with telling them,in a very 
affectionate Manner, that © Fe Anew not awhether ever te 
© fhould fee or fpeak to them in this any more, &e. 

Returning Home, he told bis Confort, He didn’t fmw. 
hut bis Work was done. The Night after, the obferv’d him 
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reftlefs and out of Order: next Day not well, but went 
Abroad : Tuefday feiz’d with a very painful and weakening 
Dyfentery ; which éontinued and increafed, fo that be could 
not go forth to the general Faft on Thurfday ; tho’ he had 
been every Day before ftudying and writing fomething in 
Preparation for it, from thofe affeQting Paflages in Luk. v. 
34, 35+ which he carried to the peculiar Mourning & Fa/ling 
of Chrif’s true Difciples for the fenfible withdraw of his /pi- 
ritual Prefence, as well as of his humane Nature. He went 
about half Way in compofing his Sermon, and then was 
obliged to leave it. And tho’ from this Time forward he was 
fo exceeding weak,’ that he could {carce utter a Sentence, or 
bear the Jeaft Noife or Whifper 5 yet there being no fenfible 
Fever, neither himfelf, nor thofe about him were aware 
of any particular Danger. And towards the End of the fol- 
lowing Week, when the Apprehenfion of Danger arofe, af- 
ter fome Buffetings of Satan, he gain’d the Victory: but 
was only able in fome fhort Intervals and, brokenExpreffions 
to fignify his Faith and Aflurance, and bear his Teftimony 
to the Truths he had preached and the Work of GOD. His 
animal Spirits fo fatled and therewith hisMemory, that when 
he began a Sentence, he loft the Idea: and ’tis likely the 
Liquid Laudanum might be the principal Caufe of this. In 
theNight after Lora’sDay April 22, about half an Hour after 
eleven, he expired, to the great Lamentation of his own dear 
Flock, and Multitudes of other pious People, both in this 
and the neighbouring Governments. 

On Wednefday in the Afternoon was fuch an extraordinary 
Confluence from the neighbouring Towns, as was never feen 
in the Place before, to attend his Funeral. When theCoffin 
was Carried out, there was great Weeping : and his Coun- 
tenance not being changed, but looking only as if he lay in 
a pleafant Sleep, the Door lay open a confiderable Time,and 
great Numbers crowded to view it. The Rev.Mr.Leonard 
prayed at the Door of the Houfe: and then the Corpfe be- 
ing carried to the Door of the Church the Multitude fill’d it, 
nor cou’d they all getin: the Rev. Mr. Pertins began with 
Prayer; and I preach’d from 2 Tim.iv.7,8. and concluded 
with a Prayer and Bleffing : When we came out, the Door 
of the Coffin was open’d, and many muft fee him again: 
When fet on the Edge of the Grave, it lay there fomeTime, 
and they feem’d to be loth to let him down : nor did I ever - 
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fo many Weepers before. When let into the Grave, one 
of the Brethren weeping snd looking into it faid --- « There 
lies the Body of our dear Paftor ! Another faid --- * Now he 
Anews in bis Soul the Bleffednefi he fpake of to us ! A 
Minifter faid --- and how gloriou/ly fhall this Body rife up out 
of this Grave again, &c. | 

At the Defire of the eldeft Deacon in the Name of the 
Church, I ftay’d and preach’d on the next Lord’s Day, in the 
Forenoon, from Fohn v.35. and in the Afternoon from 1 Thef. 
ii. 19, 20. 

Thos have I offer’d a brief Account of this eminent Mi- 
nifter, whom J have often thought much liketo Elijah the 
Prophet : who tho’ a Man fubjeé? to like Paffions as we are ; 
Jam. v.17. yetasthe Son of Sirah fays, He flood up as Fire, 
and his Word burnt like a Lamp, &c. And may the Gop of 
the Spirits of all Flefh quickly raife up many in the Spirit 
and Power of Elijah, before the yeug 7d the great and dread- 
ful Day of the Lorn, and turn the Hearts of the Fathers ta 
the Children, and the Difobedient to the Wifdom of the Fu/?, 
and make ready a People prepared for the Lorn. 





| 


The Publifber of the Chriftian Hiftory having defired of the 
Rev. Mr. Thacher to give @ particular Accounts of the 
Revival of Religion in his Precinét ; waited for the faiad 
Account ’till the End of the laft Year ; And then not receiving 
any, he publifbed in Numb. 52, being the laft for the Year, a 
Letter from Mr. Thacher te Mr. Prince dated Dec. 21. 
1741. But finding among his Papers fince his Deceafe the 
Beginning of the defigned Account ; it may be acceptable to 
the Reader to publi it, for the jake of fome new Things in 
it, which were not mention’d in the abovefaid Letter. 


The Rev. Mr. THACHER’s Account of the Revival of 
Religion ag MippLeEBoROUGH Eaft-Precinét. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
HE Defign of the Chriftian Hiflory feems agreable to the 
ancientSpirit of the truly godly : P/a/.78.2,3,4,5,6.7 : 
And tends to ftrengthen the Hands that hang down, and the 
Hearts that are fainting, on viewing the Unfuccefsfulnefs of 
the Gofpel on the Hearts of Men.----] wifh my Ability and 
Leifure, 
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Leifure, would allow me to contribute at all hereunto. ------ 
I'dare ngt conceal, what, the Lorn hath been doing with 
and fpr this People of the fiz? Precind? in Middleborough. 

It had. been a long Time of Deadnefs ; no Stirings of the 
SPiriT attending the%/cr/ inPublic, or privateApplication ; 
the Prayerlefs were prayerlefs ftill ; the Drunkard & envious 
Man went on frowardly in theif Way: (@) Many inward 
Reflections and Searchings of Heart after the Caufe hereof ; 
thither Il turned,and of’t almoft refolved that 7 would /peak no 
more in the Name of the Lonp : for fome Months beforethe 
Rev. Mr. Tennent came by us, [had fixed the Time of taking 
my Farewell of that dearFlock with whom 1 had been almoft 
thirty-four Vears.-+--- At this Jundture, that Man of GOD 
came among us. Againft his Perfon and Miniftry, 1 found 
{-olible Prejudice, from theReports of him which had reach’d 
me: I rode fx Mil-3 out of Town to meet with him im his 
Way from) Plymouth ta the Rev. Mr.Campbel’s Parith. I de- 
fire to blefs Gop for that Sérmon, which was from Lute.15. 
On the Prodical. Tever faw more of the Prefence of Gop 
with any in Prayer (6) and Preaching,and never felt more of 
the Power accompanying the Word on my Heart. Every 
Word made its own Way. I fele the Weight of it. This 
fevived in methe Miniftry I fat under in my Youth. 

Mr. Tennent proach’d that E dening isi my Pulpit, from Ram. 
*.9. He cornplain’d that he never was fo fhet up but 
once ; tho’ I fappofe none Were fenfible of it: This added 
ereatly Terror andDifcouragement to me ; fearing the Lor p 
had fhot up his tender Mercies from Me and this People ; 
yea, that Gon had faid, Pray nit for this People. 1 laid my 
Cale freely épen to Mec. Tennent, and my Difcourage- 
ments in the Miniftry : who feemed tenderly affe&ted ; vet 
on parting had fuch a Word as this, off’times *tis darkef? a 
little before Day, the rifing Sun will bring Light.----The Af- 
fembly with us was {mall : no vifible Effeét ; yet from that 
Day my People were more inclined to hear. 

(The Remainder in our next.) 





(a) Whe Author not living to finifh or revife thisLetter, here 
and infome other Places feem to be a Word or two wanting. 

(6) The Rev. Author told the Rev. Mr. Prince that * Tho’ 
* he went with fenfiblePrejudice ; yet by that Time Mr. 
© Tennent had delivered three Sentences in his firft Prayer, 
* he found him to be a Man of GUD, and his Prejudice 
© quickly vanifh’d away. 
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